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T

his may be one of the most important
articles I’ll ever write. There is so
much confusion when it comes to the
Jew/Gentile question. Who does God love
more? We all know the answer—God
loves all His children equally. However,
we don’t always act like it.
1. Some Jewish believers act superior to
Gentile believers.
2. Some Gentile believers feel inadequate
because they are not Jewish, and they
wish they had Jewish ancestry.
3. Some Gentile believers believe that
God has rejected Israel in favor of the
Church, which is called Replacement
Theology or Supersessionism.
All of the above statements are wrong!
The truth is, “God is not one to show
favoritism” (Acts 10:24, TLV). He
doesn’t love someone more because they
are a man, woman, Jew, priest, Levite,
etc. The verse that proves this is often
misunderstood and misused to destroy
the idea of different roles or callings after
coming to faith.
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free, there is neither
male nor female—for you are all one in
Messiah Yeshua” (Galatians 3:28 TLV).
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Fulfillment Theology, is that there is
absolutely no difference between Jewish
and Gentile believers. Once you come
to faith, you are a generic being. In fact,
some would say that when a Jewish
person receives Yeshua, he or she is no
longer Jewish, but is merely part of the
body of Messiah.
Clearly Paul is not saying that after
salvation there are no longer any
physical or cultural distinctions. The
correct interpretation of Paul’s words is
that despite our different roles or callings,
when it comes to intimacy with Yeshua
or the receiving of salvation, there is no
favoritism or nepotism. It is not easier
for Jews to approach Yeshua. God doesn’t
give Jewish believers special access to His
presence. But first...

Equality Before Distinctions
Here is where the offense begins. We
focus on the distinctions before the fact
that we are equal. I recently heard Pastor
Stovall Weems says something like,
“Only after we accept the fact that we are
equal can we appreciate our differences.”
Something jumped in me when he said
this! Distinctions without equality lead
to racism, control, manipulation and
abuse. The point of Galatians 3:28 is
that we are all equal before God. You
can’t appreciate distinction before
understanding equality.

Tikkun (tee-koon) n. [Hebrew]
1. Restoration: bringing back to health, strength; rebuilding
2. Setting in order; making straight
3. World redemption [Jewish tradition] - the final restoration of the world in harmony with God.
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Dear Subscriber,
Shalom!
We are so excited to announce the launch of our #IAMWITHISRAEL
YouTube Channel sponsored by Tikkun International and Revive Israel.
#IAMWITHISRAEL is a global movement to educate and equip the Body
of Yeshua, to reach Israelis with the life-changing message of Yeshua, to
foster congregational efforts to serve the poor and hurting, and ultimately
to engage participation with you.
We want to connect with you!
Can we ask you to do 3 easy things?
• Subscribe on YouTube (search for IAMWITHISRAEL)
• Follow our Instagram account at @iamwithisrael
• Whenever posting anything supporting Israel, use
#IAMWITHISRAEL.

We look forward to growing this movement together, to help impact Israel and all the nations
with God’s redemption.
And can I add that I am so proud of our whole media team for spreading this effort to raise up
an army of those who will say, “IAMWITHISRAEL!”
Thank you so much for standing with Israel and the Jewish people!
Until all Israel is Saved! (Romans 11:26),

Ron Cantor, CEO - Tikkun International
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By Daniel Juster, Restoration from Zion

Y

oung adults are again calling for social justice,
just as they did in the 1960s. It is a crucial
issue, but sometimes the agitation is not based on
a sound understanding of justice or a good analysis
of the issues. Many see things in black and white,
and over simplistic narratives prevail. We see this,
for example, in the call for radical action on global
warming. If the drastic steps proposed for handling
this were implemented, millions would lose their
jobs and be plunged into poverty. An international
African conference of all African countries firmly
opposed Western leaders seeking to impose fossil
fuel restrictions. They unanimously stated that they
would not support these measures since the only way
out of poverty for Africa includes the use of fossil
fuels. This just shows that some issues are indeed
complex. Saving the earth for future generations is
a justice issue, but how is it to be done? Let’s look at
some simpler issues in Israel.
Deuteronomy 16:20 states, “Justice, only justice you
shall pursue, so that you may live, and you shall
take possession of the Land.”
As I note in my book Social Justice, the correct
definition of justice is crucial if we are not to slip
into ideas of Marxist equality. The pursuit of justice
is a manifestation of love. It is the pursuit of an order
of righteousness where the greatest number can fulfill
their God intended good destiny. It does not mean
sameness of income or leveling in society. It does mean
opportunity for all.
It is wonderful to see Messianic Jews in Israel
pursuing justice issues. There is an institute of justice
founded by a Messianic Jew. There is engagement
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on the issues of abortion, human trafficking, drug
addiction and more. Some of our congregational
members in Jerusalem are so engaged. One has
started dental clinics for the needy.
If we did not have faith in God’s ultimate judgement,
the issue of politics and justice would be depressing.
Why do governments tend to ignore justice issues
if they are not intensively pressured? Sadly, it
is because politicians seek to spend funds for
constituents who keep them in power. One example
of this is justice for Arab Israelis, those who are
full citizens of the state of Israel. They do not get
their full, fair share of funds for hospitals, schools,
infrastructure (such as road development and
maintenance) and police protection. Why not?
Because most are not Zionists (that is, in favor of
the State of Israel), and their vote is not keeping
government coalitions in power. In addition, funds
are always stretched, and no sector of society seems
to be funded adequately these days.
In the second recent election, the center party (Blue
and White) resisted including the Arab party in order
to form a government coalition, while the right party
(Likud) refused to enter a coalition without the ultraOrthodox parties. Now we are about have a third
election within twelve months.
There have been protests by the Arab Israelis, but
so far no commitments to change the reality on
the ground. If Israel did treat this population justly
could they win them over as a force against Arab
radicalism? Is this also an issue for engagement
for Messianic Jewish justice warriors, in prayer and
relationship, and beyond?
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By Eitan Shishkoff

A

s we round the corner from 2019 to
2020 many nations are facing crises of
confidence in their government. In November,
Israel’s Attorney General, Avichai Mandelblit
handed down a three point indictment of our
head of state, Benjamin Netanyahu. I’m not
saying guilty or not guilty on the charges. That is
not my place. But I am sad to say I observe a lack
of humility on Bibi’s part. And at the same time,
after two inconclusive national elections, while
Israel is virtually paralyzed by political division,
our enemies are licking their chops.
Pride divides. And division weakens.
What causes division—in a society, a family,
a congregation? By definition, division is
divisive. It sucks energy out of an enterprise.
Here I’m not talking about constructive
disagreement. That’s vital. Disagreement can
build without tearing down.
It is PRIDE that DIVIDES and HUMILITY that
HEALS. In the Garden of Eden, it was pride that
led to the fall of the original Adam. The “second
Adam,” Yeshua, brought healing and eternal
redemption through the humiliation of the
cross.
But is it possible to live in genuine humility?
Doesn’t each of us wrestle with a desire to be
the center? Here are some things our Author
has to say about humility:
“He has shown you, O man, what is good; and
what does the LORD require of you, but to do
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly
with your God?” (Micah 6:8)
“...all of you be subject one to another, and
be clothed with humility: for God resists the
proud, and gives grace to the humble. Humble
yourselves therefore under the mighty hand
of God, that he may exalt you in due time”
(I Peter 5:5,6).

“Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty
spirit before a fall. Better to be of a humble spirit
with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the
proud” (Proverbs 16:18,19).
Since the Lord requires it, we must conclude that
genuine humility is not only possible, but that we
have the guarantee of His grace to transform us
into being humble.

An Opportunity to Humble Myself
In the Galilee, we have a unique situation. With
nearly equal numbers of Jewish and Arab citizens,
northern Israel is an area of relative calm in the
“Arab-Israeli” conflict. Our peaceful co-existence
provides an unprecedented opportunity. Here both
Jewish and Arab disciples of Yeshua, share the
same portion of Israel. Our numbers are modest
with around 5,000 Jewish Israeli believers and
3,000 born-again Arab Israelis.
Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

Author with Arab Pastor
Hani in Cana Village

A few weeks ago,
Pastor Hani Billan
invited me to bring a
message concerning
our brotherhood in
Messiah to his Baptist
Church in Cana
Village, where Yeshua
turned water into
wine. They told me I
was the first Jew ever
to preach there. After
thanking my brothers
and sisters for the
profound privilege
of being with them, I
began by speaking of
Mutual Honor. This
was exemplified by
Yeshua humbling
Himself in the
Passover-Last Supper
foot-washing.

I then knelt before them as a Jewish Israeli. I
repented and asked forgiveness for the injustices,
prejudice, mistreatment, and discrimination they
have experienced as Arab citizens of Israel. The
room went silent. Then I invited us to go beyond
superficial reconciliation—to become the kind of
friends who break bread in one another’s homes.
After the service I was told repeatedly how
touched the people were by what I had shared.

A Patriarch Bows before his Enemy
The account of Jacob meeting Esau in
Genesis 33 provides a powerful pattern for
healing relationships. Jacob is preparing
his extensive family to return to the land
of Abraham and Isaac. He wrestles with an
angel/man who gives him a new name, and
an altered nature of humility. The next day
he is faced with his sworn enemy, brother
Esau, along with 400 warriors. His response?
He approached Esau, bowing seven times.
This is counter-intuitive. You’re intentionally
defenseless, kneeling on the ground before the
guy who’s waited decades to “do you in”?

But the outcome is dramatic. “And Esau ran
to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on
his neck, and kissed him: and they wept”
(Genesis 33:4). This is beyond reconciliation.
This is restored brotherhood. And THAT is
what God is after. Jacob only returned to his
God-given inheritance when he was able to
humble himself before his brother.
I am convinced that in our sphere, as
brothers/sisters in Messiah, we can initiate
healing in the Arab-Jewish rift. Not that we
surrender to terrorists, but that we build
authentic relationships through our shared
redemption in Messiah.
“Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and
beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness,
humility, meekness, long suffering; bearing
with one another, and forgiving one
another, if anyone has a complaint against
another; even as Messiah forgave you, so
you also must do” (Colossians 3:12,13).
God is teaching me about the healing power
of humility. As I resist the strong temptation
to lash back, refusing to burn relational
bridges with those who have hurt me, I’m
seeing wonderful fruit. Friendships are
being restored. I sense God’s pleasure. Light
triumphs over darkness.
Humility is hard to come by. It’s costly
stuff. My pride has to be crucified. And it’s
paradoxical. The moment you think you’re
kind of humble, you’re not. I remember
clearly as an organic hippie in the mountains,
thinking: “You know, I’m pretty pure. I eat
pure food, breathe pure air. I’m not ripping
people off.” But when I looked into the eyes
of Messiah on the Roman cross, I knew that
I was not the humble individual I thought I
was.
Where do you have a broken relationship?
Are you allowing pride to divide? Can Jacob’s
approach be applied in your life?
How does Yeshua want to
use you to heal through
humility?

P.O. Box 1018 Kiryat Yam 29109 Israel | T: +972 (4) 877-7921 | F: +972 (4) 875-7792 | E: admin@tentsofmercy.org | www.tentsofmercy.org
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The Eagle Project is a joint ministry of Return to Zion and Revive Israel. It was created to invest in
young adults in Israel and abroad, to disciple and equip them for their next steps with the Lord, and
to develop the next generation of leaders and servants.
the young people shared their experiences, prayed
for each other, experienced healing, and saw miracles
during the time of unity at the feet of our Lord.
After a great time of traveling, teaching and ministry,
the team moved to Yad Hashmona in the Jerusalem
area for the second part of the program.

The Eagle Project includes practical global programs
that enable the young participants to minister using
their gifts. As a first step, we sent a team to Asia to
bring the Word out of Zion and to serve together in
unity with the young generation there.
In long-term relationship with global family and
friends, we took the second step in late 2019. We
invited young adults (primarily from Asia) who had
participated in the Eagle Project to come to Israel. Here,
together with the local youth, they were involved in ten
days of practical ministry, fellowship and discipleship.
God gave us great opportunities to unite young people
from Taiwan, Japan, France, Norway and Israel, and to
serve Him together as one body.
The main subject of the program was Identity.
According to the vision of the Eagle Project (taken
from I John 2:14), a strong identity in our youth will
make the Kingdom of God stronger.
We started in the city of Haifa in northern Israel.
The first day a worship evening was led by 11
worshipers and musicians as one group from different
congregations and countries. Approximately 80 youth
and young adults attended this evening, focusing on
God as our highest priority.
We continued with fellowship, a Shabbat meal and
ministry at the local congregation with testimonies,
worship and reading the Scriptures. In the evening

There we hiked with the local youth on the Emmaus
Road. The spirit of the Lord opened our hearts and
minds for further steps. The days were full of biblical
discussions, serving at a rehab center in Jerusalem,
visiting the Holocaust Memorial and ministering at
local congregations in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. As the
young people experienced
new things, they learned how
to serve one another and
listen to God. They were not
afraid to make mistakes as
each of them built up their
own identity in His Kingdom.
It was part of producing new
young leaders and servants,
part of something bigger in
God’s plan for their life and
ministry.
The connection between young Jews and Gentiles
during Feast of Tabernacles in Israel was a fulfillment
of biblical prophecy, and we know God has more in
store!
We are already planning the next year at Eagle Global
Ministries, and we are inviting you to partner with us
and support it. When a ministry is reaching out to the
youth, many attacks may follow; therefore, it needs
spiritual covering from believers and congregations.
Please pray for us. God has been moving and is
continuing to move. We believe He will do great things
in the lives of these young people who will bear much
fruit in the body of Messiah worldwide.
-Evgeni, Eagle Project Manager

P.O. Box 9609, Haifa 3109601, Israel | Email: info@shaveitzion.org

www.shaveitzion.org
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By Guy Cohen

A

s the State of Israel looks for a solution
to the current political stalemate and
repeated elections, I am reminded of the crisis of
leadership in I Samuel 8. The time of the judges
was drawing to a close. Samuel the prophet was
old, and his sons had failed to stand as judges
over Israel in God’s way. So the elders of Israel
compared their system of government to the
surrounding nations and demanded of Samuel,
“Give us a king...” (verse 6).
This did not happen overnight. It was a process
in which the leadership of the nation slowly
broke down and people turned towards personal
gain. This breakdown included the lack of
teaching of the Torah to the nation by the
Cohanim (priests). As God’s framework for His
people weakened, so too did the condition of
their hearts.
Samuel did as God commanded and presented
to the elders a clear picture of how this king

they wanted would actually operate. A king
costs the people in many ways – financially,
taking all authority, controlling families and
businesses and more. Kings gradually bring their
friends into power along with them and the
people have little choice in the matter. This is
the nature of the kingdoms of this world.
God our King – Yeshua, the King of Kings – is
the only one with a heart to give and not to take.
However, when Samuel tried to persuade them
not to appoint a human king, the elders said no!
They had decided, and refused to listen to the
warning of God through the Prophet Samuel.
As all nations of the earth contend with their
own imperfect and even abusive governments,
we should remember that even in a democracy
the problem begins with the heart. We are called
to honor all men but to worship God alone.
God, give us a king. Be our King.
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From a recent post at ReviveIsrael.org

By Cody Archer

T

he book of Acts chronicles the spread of
the gospel from Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria
and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). What
started in one geographic area, in thirty years
expanded through Asia Minor, into major
European cities, becoming tens of thousands
strong in number. This expansion can be seen in
a six-stage pattern, each stage concluding with a
progress report:
1. Acts 1:1 – 6:7 tells of the birth of the Church
and the preaching of Peter in Jerusalem.
Progress Report: “Then the word of God
spread, and the number of the disciples
multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great
many of the priests were obedient to the
faith.”
2. Acts 6:8 – 9:31 describes the spread of the
gospel through Judea, Stephen’s martyrdom,
and preaching in Galilee and Samaria.
Progress Report: “Then the churches
throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria
had peace and were edified. And walking in
the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of
the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied.”
3. In Acts 9:32 – 12:24 Paul is converted,
Cornelius and the Gentiles with him
in Caesarea are received into the household
of God and the gospel spreads to Antioch.

Progress Report: “The word of God grew and
multiplied.”
4. Acts 12:25 – 16:5 tells of the gospel extending
through Asia Minor through Paul’s ministry
journey in Galatia.
Progress Report: “So the churches were
strengthened in the faith, and increased in
number daily.”
5. Acts 16:6 – 19:20 the gospel extends into
great European cities, like Corinth and
Ephesus.
Progress Report: “So the word of the Lord
grew mightily and prevailed.”
6. In Acts 19:21 – 28:31 the gospel reaches
the center of the western world of that
time, Rome, and Paul freely proclaims the
gospel and writes significant letters during
his imprisonment.
Progress Report: “Paul…preaching the
kingdom of God and teaching the things
which concern the Lord Jesus Christ with all
confidence, no one forbidding him.”
This progress of the gospel in the first century
should encourage us today and give us faith for
a similar pattern to repeat itself, including a
reverse order dynamic in these end times, with
the gospel coming back to Jerusalem and all
Israel being saved.

Connect with us at

www.reviveisrael.org
and on Facebook
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Getting to Know the Team – Yuri

Yuri Nicolaev

Three years ago, the Lord radically changed Yuri Nicolaev’s life, giving him joy, deep
peace, and strong purpose. Three months ago, he joined the Revive Israel team,
serving in the maintenance department.
Yuri was born in Siberia, Russia, the only child of Messianic believers. When he was 12,
his family made aliya to Israel. Here, he continued to attend a Messianic congregation,
although it didn’t interest him much. By the age of 16, he completely stopped going to
the congregation.

“The ‘streets’ were calling me to do
what I please, with whom I want,
drinking and eventually taking drugs.
I pacified myself, thinking I was still a
believer and that God forgives.”
Aged 30, Yuri ‘woke up’ and realized
he was in serious trouble. His
drinking was out of control and
debts were mounting. His mom
eventually convinced him to go
to a rehabilitation center run by
believers, called Beit HaYeshua, in
Jerusalem. “I was very reluctant, yet
from the first moment I entered, the
love of God was in the room. It filled
and warmed me – a feeling I used
to get only by taking drugs.” He was
willing to give it a try. So started a
journey of rededication, being set
free by the Lord.
Yuri’s passion is for God to use
him in people’s lives, bringing
deliverance and healing, teaching
His Word and discipling. (Read more
about Beit HaYeshua on our website.)

Brazil Ministry Trip – report by
Raphael Almeida

Nations can unite with the alliance
of different church streams in Brazil.
We also talked about the move of the
Holy Spirit and prayed for new doors
to open in Brazil.

water from a stream, did not have
enough beds or bedding, had no
medical facilities and no school for a
year. Some of this was due to neglect
from the local authorities, who
choose not to help Jews.”
To help with the urgent food and
education needs please give via our
US office (please identify the gift’s
purpose) and also look out for our
video coming out shortly.

Strategic Giving

Kenya Ministry Trip
Malek and Yoni spoke at the
conference, ‘Awakening Africa to
a Love for Israel’, right in the heart
of Kenya’s Maasai territory, at
the invitation of apostolic leader,
Supeyo. Delegates from across the
region were encouraged to align
with Israel, to reconcile with each
other and to open a new chapter in
Kenya’s spiritual history.

First Asher and I met with leaders
in Sao Paulo about unity in the
body and being one family. Most
importantly, we felt it was time
for Brazil to wake up, as confirmed
through prophecies.

Yoni and Malek then moved to
Kisii, where they connected with a
Messianic congregation and visited
a local orphanage, warmly hosted by
Joash Ogutu, leader of an apostolic
network of over 350 Messianic
congregations.

Then we moved to Belo Horizonte
where the main conference was
held. We had several meetings with
leaders from different streams and
perspectives, and we brought the
message that we (Jewish) and David
Demian (Arab) of Watchmen for the

“The Home of Hope was in a Jewish
village made up of refugees from
Ethiopia. The children were lovely
and the home very well run, but I
was shocked by the situation of the
orphanage – children were eating
at best a meal a day, drinking dirty

Your generous contributions
during 2019 made it possible for
Revive Israel to give away one third
of our undesignated income to
carefully selected Israeli Messianic
congregations, organizations and
individuals. For example, we
sponsored 5 young people to take
part in intensive discipleship
programs and 12 children from
needy single-parent families to
benefit from equine therapy.
Many other needy Messianic
families were given financial
support directly, or via relief
organizations. Your donations made
it possible to provide 6 scholarships
to Messianic students, to help
persecuted believers, a Pro-Life
organization, Israel’s only Messianic
primary and middle school and
rehabilitation ministries.
Your generosity also made it
possible for nearly 330,000 Arabic
speakers to be reached with the
gospel via an RI partner social media
project – up from 100,000 in 2018!

