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S

omeone recently asked me if
Romans 11:29, which teaches that God’s
gift and call to Israel is “irrevocable,” can
be applied to ministers who fall into sin.

Samson is an excellent example because
his gift was visible. God continued to use
him even in sin, because he was God’s
protector over the people.

Yes, I believe it can be applied to a person.
Even if someone rejects God, they can still
have an anointing. Spiritists are often
really communicating with the spirit
world, but it is the dark side. Ministers
have moved in the Holy Spirit, while living
in adultery.

However, prolonged, unrepentant, blatant
sin will be judged eventually. “God cannot
be mocked. A man reaps what he sows”
(Galatians 6:9). But even then, his gift
was not permanently taken away. Once
his hair grew back Samson’s strength
returned.

How Can That Be?

Your Gift Does Not Justify Your Sin

While sin can disqualify you for ministry;
the gift of God will not disappear.
Paul speaks about the potential for
disqualification when individuals do not
crucify their flesh.
“No, I strike a blow to my body and make
it my slave so that after I have preached
to others, I myself will not be disqualified
for the prize” (I Corinthians 9:27).
I don’t think he is saying that a single
sin will necessarily disqualify someone.
Rather, if you live a crucified life, you are
unlikely to cheat on your wife, become a
drug addict or live in bitterness.

Why Does The Gift Stay?
God’s gift in someone is for a specific
purpose and people. What if He took
away our gift when we sinned? You are
getting ready to preach and you have an
impure thought. Boom—no anointing
for you! Then God would never be able to
accomplish His purposes through man. We
all sin - if not in action, then in thoughts.

If you are living in chronic sin, do not
use the fact that you are still anointed to
justify your sin. “God must not care that
I am looking at pornography. I am still
anointed when I preach. People are still
healed when I pray.” That is God’s mercy to
bless the people. But a day of reckoning is
coming.
I attended a dynamic church while at
Bible school. The pastor was a powerful
preacher. Then one day he went on a
prayer retreat and took a woman with
him. He was caught and confronted by the
elders. His wife’s first words were, “He’s
still anointed.” Her main concern was that
he could lose his position in the church.
If you are in such a position, get help.
Turn to leaders you can trust. Confess
your sin. Get the needed accountability,
treatment or whatever is necessary; just
don’t continue. It is far better to humble
yourself before men in private, than for
God to humble you in public.

Tikkun (tee-koon) n. [Hebrew]
1. Restoration: bringing back to health, strength; rebuilding
2. Setting in order; making straight
3. World redemption [Jewish tradition] - the final restoration of the world in harmony with God.

Tikkun International Inc. is not
affiliated with TIKKUN magazine,
the Institute for Labor and Mental
Health, or Rabbi Michael Lerner

Dear Friends,
How did Yeshua raise up His disciples? This is an important question because these men would be
charged with the task of spreading this Gospel message to the “ends of the earth.” They had to be ready!
Yeshua didn’t use newsletters, didn’t write books on leadership or even have a blog! All these things
are good, and this writer employs all of them to serve the body of Messiah. But Yeshua, the most
effective discipler in world history, had a very simple method.
For three years he trained his team in an intimate small group setting. It was an
exclusive group—you had to be chosen. Over the past 2,000 years people have tried
to improve upon this method. Today we have megachurches and skype meetings, but
it remains true that the most effective way to disciple someone is through intensive
one on one or small group relationships.
In October 2019 Tikkun emissaries David Shishkoff and Joel
Jelski are opening the 7th session of Olive Tree Discipleship
in the Galilee. This is a unique discipleship program located
in a rural village in the Galilee, and integrates daily spiritual
disciplines, teaching and agricultural work; together with
outreach and volunteer opportunities.
The program offers a special opportunity for local young people
from Jewish and Arab backgrounds, to seek God together—
working, living and learning alongside one another, putting into
practice the vision of one new man here in Israel.
The goal is to see God touch and transform young people and
give them a heart for the harvest here in the Land and in the
nations.
It will cost $6000 to run the program this year (students cover a
portion of the cost and outreach). Would you like to be a part of
making this happen by giving a special gift?
So far, we have taken 22 Israelis through this intensive program
and have seen great results. Would you consider investing in
Israel’s next generation of Messianic leaders? Please consider a
gift of $50, $100 or even $500 so that we can stand with David
and Joel to see more leaders raised up.
Thank you so much! We bless you from Zion.
“Until all Israel is saved” (Romans 11:26),

DONATE
Ron Cantor
CEO, Tikkun International
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From a recent Restoration from Zion blog post by DANIEL JUSTER

I

n only a few consecutive days,
terrible news about our cultural
decline came into my purview
from several sources. I read a great
article by Daniel Henniger, from
the Wall Street Journal, August 8,
entitled The Deep Dangers of Life
Online. Then I read a study reported
in the New York Post stating that
22-25 % of Millennials say they
have no friends and some even
no acquaintances (positive lesser
relationships). Then I read a sports
writer who complained that kids do
not play sports “like they used to,”
and that most kids give up sports at
11 years of age. Then the co-founder
of Facebook wrote about its dangers
and that he does not allow his kids
to be on it. It is habit forming,
numbing and dangerous! Other
hi-tech leaders from Silicon Valley
decry the effects of the Internet and
tell families to keep their kids away
from it or at least to strictly limit it.
All of this in just two days!
Henniger points to studies showing
that the amount of Internet time
is strongly correlated to anxiety,
depression and suicide! He writes,
“I don’t think the human brain was
designed to endure the volume of
relentless inner-directedness that
is driven by these new screens. It is
not natural or normal. Anyone who
spends that much time immersed
inside their own psyche is headed
for trouble.” He goes on to show how
the Internet foments anger and rage
in lonely individuals.

I well recall the joy of growing up
playing sports. Yes, I was fat and
it was difficult, but it was a family
value, so I plodded along. Hours
were spent on the field: stick ball,
baseball, basketball and football
from grade school to college. We
learned team work, unselfishness,
effort, perseverance, discipline and,
yes, friendship.
In seminary I read two books to
which I often refer: Alvin Toffler’s
Future Shock and Vance Havner’s,
A Nation of Nomads. Both decried
the fact that we were creating a
nation of fleeting and shallow
relationships. Toffler noted that
economic forces were driving
the processes of moving and
changing at such a rapid pace that
marriages and friendships would
be difficult and that many would
just stop trying; marriages would
not last. Havner called for putting
on the brakes. Then I read Bruno
Bettelheim, The Informed Heart,
which recounts what he learned in
the Holocaust. A parallel book was
Victor Frankl’s, also written from
the Holocaust where he argued that
human life had to find personal
meaning to be sustained. The
meaning of life is in relationships.
This indeed was a biblical emphasis.
What would they think of our
fleeting relationships today in the
texting and Internet culture? The
most important thing is intimate
relationships, beginning with our
relationship with God. Texting and

Restoration from Zion, Tikkun Global

Facebook cannot replace
personally “being there.”
Then I think of the feminist
movement. So much of the
argument is that women are not
being paid equally. But current
studies show that they are not
being paid equally as a total sum
of income because they take time
off for their children and other
enriching activities. Would that
feminism did not seek to find
primary meaning in climbing the
economic ladder to equality with
men so that they can live as empty
a life as the men! Rather, would that
the protest had been for work for
both men and women, which also
enabled time for personal growth in
relationships.
Loving and stable marriages and
families are on the best level of
what life has to offer. Building
lasting communal intimacy in
congregational life is difficult but
when attained has a high value.
In Israel, we may have closer
connection due to the proximity of
living in a small country. However,
we still face the same loss of
intimacy, and media replacement
of deeper relationships. May we
all keep this in mind and build
communities with long-lasting,
committed covenant relationships.

tikkun.tv
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AVI TEKLE

“Unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word in reality.” –Martin Luther King
June 30, 2019: “Today was a
difficult day. We witnessed the
legitimate rage of a community
pour into the streets like a
volcanic eruption. Whereas
Ethiopian Israelis are typically
humble, meek, and compliant,
the undeserved death of 19 year
Solomon Tekka, was the straw
that broke the “camel’s back,”
driving thousands of EthioIsraelis to violently demonstrate
and block major roads. Their
passionate outcry was incited by
the unfairness of the tragic loss of
yet another promising son of the
community.”
And this undeserved death was
not an isolated occurrence. Just
this last January, an EthiopianIsraeli mother had called the
police on her son who was
showing mental instability. She
wanted him to be taken to the
hospital. Instead, when the police
came, the event quickly turned
into a shooting scene. The reports
said that the police somehow felt
threatened by this young man,
causing them to pull guns and
shoot at him from a distance,
which resulted in his death. And
now barely six months later,
young Solomon Tekka was killed
by a police gun shot.

Even though the
relationship between
the police and the
Ethiopian-Israeli
community has been
somewhat tense
for years now, this
last event brought
the crisis to new
proportions.
Being a police officer
is a noble job and not
an easy one. It requires
a life dedicated to
the well-being of
others and at times
disregarding one’s
own safety. We need
to honor the police in
their spirit of service.
It is also our duty as
good citizens to uphold
the police in our
prayers.
However, what we
witnessed in the
recent incident was
a different spirit. Solomon Teka
was at a public park with a group
of friends who later reported that
a dispute began between an offduty police officer and a young
man from the group. Solomon,
in defense of his friend, joined

Spontaneous memorials

the interaction. Very quickly, the
police officer pulled out a gun
while Solomon began throwing
stones trying to protect himself
Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

and his friends. And then the story
gets blurry as there are numerous
versions of what actually happened.
The end result was Solomon’s
death. He was unarmed.
In recent years, 11 Ethiopian-Israeli
young men have been killed at the
hands of police! In all these cases,
the police presented justification
and defended their actions saying
that they felt threatened. The chief
of police added unhelpful words
regarding the Ethiopian victims,
saying that “...it’s only natural
that they arouse suspicion,” thus
pushing further away any attempt
to bridge the gap.
Members of the Ethiopian- Israel
community, of course, beg to differ.
They contend that their young
men are being unfairly handled
and targeted. In their assessment,
having dark skin and being male are
what constitute the threat.
There is now a wide breach
between the police officials and the
Ethiopian Israeli community.
The Bible states that just as the
leopard cannot change its spots,
so the Ethiopians cannot change
their skin tone (Jeremiah 13:23).
There are things that cannot be
changed, and in contrast, there
are things that can and must
change. Differences and diversity
in culture and demeanor can’t and
don’t need to change. However our
ethics of prejudicial distinctions
and plurality can and should be
evaluated for change. If not, the
gap will continue to grow as well
as the incidences of violence and
destruction.

Some people might think
that here in the Holy Land
we don’t suffer from the
global epidemic of racism.
I wish I could say that
was true, but this problem
of race and inequality is
ancient. As people who
believe in a Loving Creator,
it is our mandate to honor
and love those different
from us. In the words of King
Solomon, the first of the six
traits that God hates is “a
proud look...” (Proverbs 6:17).
That is a fitting description
of racism. God hates racism!
Even though political
correctness may have
changed the way people talk,
people’s hearts still need
to change through God’s
intervention. A “proud look”
is rooted in an insecure
heart, which puts another
down to justify some sense of
false superiority.
The truth is that our self-value
doesn’t come from the inferiority
of others but rather from how God
measures our worth. Until we come
to that transforming encounter
of God’s-esteem for us we cannot
accurately view one another.
When the first sin occurred, God
asked “Where are you?” When the
second sinned occurred, God asked
“Where is...your brother?” If we can’t
see ourselves in God’s mirror, we
will despise our kinsmen just like
Cain did. This deep-rooted hatred
eventually led him to kill his own
brother.

May God use us to bring a
message of redemption and
social transformation! It is our
prayer that God would bring
a change of approach in the
government and police force,
that a God-inspired leadership
would arise amongst the
Ethiopian-Israelis, and that
there would be unity amongst
God’s people to be salt and
light in this dark season. May
God use us to bring a message
of redemption and social
transformation!

P.O. Box 1018 Kiryat Yam 29109 Israel | T: +972 (4) 877-7921 | F: +972 (4) 875-7792 | E: admin@tentsofmercy.org | www.tentsofmercy.org
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EITAN SHISHKOFF

It hit me while worshiping with some 70 youth
from all over Israel, at the conclusion of this
summer’s Katzir-Harvest teen conference:

Identity. We all want to know who we are.
But during the teen years the quest is both
intensified and, at times, desperate – even
excruciating. These kids are faced with a
tsunami of alternative identities. And all
but one of them lead to a dead end – even
literally. The one identity, the one true person
they really are, is only discoverable through
an intimate, real, love relationship with their
Creator – who also redeemed each of them
through the atoning power of His blood.
As these thoughts run through my mind, Joel
is closing the final message from the weeklong series on the Sermon on the Mount.
He’s inviting the youth forward to get rid of
whatever is blocking their relationship with
God: “What prevents you
from knowing His love?
Cry out to our Father.
Tell Him ‘I want to know
you, to receive your love.’
Maybe you have to give up
something – to turn from
wrong acts, fleshly habits,
and receive forgiveness.”
Young people one after
another are coming
forward to pray with
their counselors. They
are seeking assistance,
assurance, release, renewal.
I’m watching the arms of
counselors surrounding
youthful shoulders with assurance, comfort,
encouragement...men to men; women to
women. These young adult believers have
poured themselves out for the kids they’ve
been living with in close quarters all week
long. Israelis in their 20s, they took time from

work, studies, family, army service – in the
heat of summer – to volunteer 24/7. They are
the transmitters of faith-hope-love to their
younger countrymen. What heroes! What a
gutsy bunch! I am astounded at their depth,
their sensitivity, their genuineness.

Teenage men and women hold their heads in
their hands, soberly considering their lives
before God in prolonged prayer. This is not
to be taken for granted. All week long there
have been games, meals, volunteer trash
cleanup, volunteering with elderly, evangelistic
outreach, a hike, praise, teaching, discussion…
and now the Spirit is delving deeply into the
hearts of these tender lives. What a miracle that
these young people are opening their hearts in
true sincerity, to draw near to God!
The atmosphere of seeking Him is unbroken.
A timeless space...the heavens are open, hearts
are open. This is what it’s all about. Take it,
Lord. Continue this profound, essential, most
important work – the transforming of next
generation lives – that all Israel may be saved.
What happened in the words of Katzir youth...
“I saw Yeshua...and wept over my life. I decided
that’s it! I’m following Yeshua entirely. Katzir is a
place to give Him everything.”
“God cleansed me.”
“I came closed. I was not in touch with God’s love.
Then this morning God told me that I’m truly
loved by Him. It is so real!”

6 |

September 2019

PO Box 2124 Akko, Israel | Tel: 972-49915579

harvestofasher.org

Fax: 972-49915487 | harvestofasher@hoamail.org

Dear Brothers and Sisters:
Recently we received a phone call from the Akko
Municipality asking for our ministry to help provide
back-to-school supplies for two hundred needy
children. That very same day we also received
another inspection of our building by the same Akko
Municipality regarding property tax.
This to me was a contradiction and a paradox. Why?
According to the national Israeli government’s Interior
Ministry, as a house of prayer, we are supposed to be
exempt from property tax. However, the municipality
continues to question our status, attempting to charge
us as much as possible.
In my annoyance at the city desiring to receive our help
and yet at the same time charging us unlawful taxes, I
found myself reading Exodus 21:23-25, “…an eye for an
eye.” I wondered how I should respond according to the
Word of God. My initial interpretation of this Scripture
was that only if the municipality recognizes us as a
house of prayer will we provide the school supplies.
Then I remembered the sentence of Mahatma Gandhi,
“An eye for an eyes leaves the whole world blind.”
Gandhi was inspired by Yeshua’s teaching in Matthew
5:38-42. I read Yeshua’s words that “...if someone
comes to take your shirt give them your coat as well.”
I felt personally convicted regarding the case of the
municipality and many other areas in which we

should reflect our Lord by “...giving to Caesar what is
Caesar’s.” I was faced with the choice of taking out my
frustration on the needy, or reflecting Yeshua.
So the conclusion to the paradox is that despite the
decision of the Akko Municipality regarding our
property tax we will honor their request to help the
children of Akko.
These days in Israel people are more and more living
under the influence of the traditional understanding
of “an eye for an eye.” This is why we are seeing more
and more situations here in the land in which people
are responding with a spirit of revenge. The recent
killing of a teenager by a policeman, and the death of
a father in an argument over a parking space, are only
two examples symptomatic of Israeli society being
drawn towards chaos. Where do we place ourselves
as believers? We all find ourselves challenged daily in
our responses to various situations. Will we react with
anger toward our neighbor, co-workers, etc.?
In the heat of the moment are we capable of
remembering Who it is that dwells in each of us – He
who gives us the grace to reflect Himself? Only with
this understanding can we stand and respond, not in
revenge, but in the grace of our Lord, remembering
that freely we have received and freely we must give
(Matthew 10:8).

GUY COHEN
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From a recent post at ReviveIsrael.org
YONI KOSKI

H

ow should we understand and
relate to those who do not yet
believe? Is salvation a black and
white thing – before I knew Yeshua I was
evil and now I am good?
The answer is ‘yes’ and ‘no’!
Yes, we “were once darkness, but now [we]
are light in the Lord” (Ephesians 5:8). In Acts
10, however, we read of a Roman centurion,
Cornelius, who was, “devout and God-fearing...
gave generously to those in need and prayed to
God regularly.” We learn this in the first verses
of the chapter, but it is only later that his family
believes in Yeshua and is baptized. This is not
the pattern of evil behavior suddenly becoming
good. How can this be, unless the Holy Spirit is
active in people’s lives before new birth?

Undeserved
Common grace, also known by theologians as
‘prevenient’ grace, is that unmerited generosity
of God active in people before they are saved. It
is ‘common’ because it is available to everyone.
Some of this “God activity” takes the form of
conscience, although our consciences can be
refused, subdued, or become twisted. Many nonbelievers do, of course, sometimes behave in an
evil way, as do many believers until we are fully
sanctified.
We also see God’s common grace active in the
many myths and legends of ancient cultures that
point tribal peoples towards God even before
they hear the gospel message – especially in the
form of legendary ‘Messiah’ figures who die on a

tree and so save their people somehow.
It seems that God placed within the culture
itself such ‘hooks’ which enable people to
respond to the Gospel when they hear it. In our
day we hear of many Muslim people receiving
and responding to dreams of Yeshua, even long
before they are saved.

So, understanding common grace:
1. Shows us that non-believers are not held at
point zero in revelation of God until the point
of salvation, but rather accumulate revelation
and experience of Him along the way, and
are presented with opportunities to respond.
Understanding this helps us to have a higher
view of those who are not yet saved and
enables us to evangelize in a less patronizing
and more appropriate manner.
2. Helps us to avoid being proud by comparing
ourselves wrongly with others, especially nonbelievers.
3. Gives us a higher view of newly saved people
and helps us in the discipling process.
4. Helps us to avoid a confused ‘spiritual’ /
‘unspiritual’, or ‘secular’ / ‘sacred’ distinction.
5. Helps us Jews to understand that God is also
active in the Gentile world
6. Helps the Christian Church to understand that
God has a plan and purpose for Israel.
7. Helps us all to understand the work of God in
all creation.
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and on Facebook

ASHER INTRATER

G

od has a wonderful plan for
the human race. That plan
is called “the Kingdom of
God.” The central person within
that plan is Yeshua (Jesus) the
Messiah. He is the King of the
Kingdom.
The plan is outlined in the
Scriptures. It was planned by
God before He started creation
(Ephesians 1:3-14). He designed it
as an architect designs a building,
before the construction takes
place. While the Scriptures were
written by men in different
generations, they were inspired by
the Spirit of God, who designed the
unified plan ahead of time.

Consistent Scriptures
The plan of God for the human
race develops steadily throughout
history. The kingdom of God
develops steadily like a plant
growing (Mark 4:26-29). In the
same way, the revelation of
Scripture develops consistently
from beginning to end. It starts
with the story of creation in
Genesis, and ends up with the
final apocalypse in the book of
Revelation.
As a plant has different stages in
its growth, so does the Kingdom of
God, and so do the Scriptures. First
is the story of Creation, the Fall,
the Flood in Genesis; then the
Patriarchs, then the Law of Moses,
then David’s kingdom, then the
Israelite prophets, then the gospels

From a recent post at ReviveIsrael.org

of Messiah Yeshua, the Book of
Acts; then the epistles of Paul and
others to the Church, and finally
John’s Apocalypse.
To be understood correctly, the
consistent development of the
theme of the kingdom of God
should be seen throughout the
Scriptures, from beginning to end.

Heaven and Earth
The Scriptures begin with the
creation of “Heaven and Earth”
(Genesis 1:1). The Scriptures end
with the restoration of heaven
and earth. The first two chapters,
Genesis 1 and 2 tell of the creation
of the Garden of Eden. The last
two chapters, Revelation 21 and
22, tell of the perfect restoration
of the global paradise. The third
chapter, Genesis 3, tells of Satan’s
deception of Man. The third
chapter from the end, Revelation
20, tells of Satan’s destruction
by the Son of Man – a perfect
symmetry.
The earth was given into the hands
of men, with heaven remaining
in the dominion of God (Psalm
115:16). Because of the rebellion of
Satan and the sin of Man, the earth
was defiled. Yet ultimately through
Yeshua, as both God and Man, both
heaven and earth will be redeemed
and joined together. “…the plan
to gather together into one in
the fullness of time in Christ all
things both which are in heaven
and on earth” (Ephesians 1:10).

Our understanding must include
both: that which is in heaven and
that which is on the earth. Yeshua
Himself is both heavenly and
earthly.

Hebrew and Greek
The Law and the Prophets were
written in Hebrew, the New
Covenant in Greek. The Hebrew
Scriptures are somewhat more
centered in Israel and the Greek
more among the nations. This
may be likened to the fact that
human beings have two eyes,
one left and one right. When the
two are coordinated, the mind
understands the picture in all its
dimensions. One eye tends to see
far, one near.
The Hebraic, Semitic, Middle
Eastern view tends to be a
bit more historic, earthly and
covenantal; whereas the Greek,
international, multi-ethnic
view tends to be more heavenly,
ethereal and universal (although
this statement is of course
over-simplified). We need both
the Greek perspective and the
Hebraic.
The Jewish view of Jerusalem
is a city in the Middle East; the
Christian view of Jerusalem
is a city in heaven. Both are
true. There is a heavenly
Jerusalem and an earthly one. In
the end, the heavenly Jerusalem
“descends” to make all things
one (Revelation 21).

