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eshua said to let our “Yes” be “Yes” and our
“No” be “No” (Matthew 5:37). In context, He
was speaking of making religious vows, but we can
take this a step further: Good is good; bad is bad
(Isaiah 5:20).
To what do we say “Yes”? – everything good!  All
the promises of God are “Yes” and “Amen” through
Yeshua (II Corinthians 1:20). We are to think about
every good and pure thing (Philippians 4:4-8).
Through meditating on God’s promises we develop
an optimistic attitude and are transformed in our
minds (Romans 12:1-3).
But we also have to say “No” to bad things. Evil
comes from three sources: the World (social
pressure); the Flesh (pride and lusts); the Devil
(demonic spirits).  We say “No” to everything that
leads to sin and death.

Burying Our Flesh

Directing Our
Focus in the
End Times

Yeshua said, “Whoever desires to follow Me, must
deny himself, take up his cross daily, and come
after Me” (Luke 9:23).  Following Yeshua brings us
into all of the glorious blessings of God.
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However, the path of following in His footsteps
starts with: “deny yourself.”  That means saying “No”
to our own selfish desires.  The Rabbis call them
“yetzer ha-ra,” the evil instinct.  
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Consider:
1. How many of the Ten Commandments start
with “Thou Shalt Not...”!
2. Psalm One starts with three “Does nots” –
does not walk in path of wicked; does not
stand in way of sinners, does not sit in seat
of mockers.  
3. Yeshua’s great prayer of Gethsemane
repeated over and over, “Not My will, but
Yours...” (Matthew 26:37ff).
4. The final fruit of the Spirit is “self-control”
(Galatians 5:22-23).

5. Part of becoming “partakers of the divine
nature” is self-control (II Peter 1:3-7).
Paul also spoke of “self” crucifixion: “crucify myself”
(Galatians 2:20); “crucify the world” (Galatians
6:14); “crucify the flesh” (Galatians 5:24).  This is
not speaking in any way of self-flagellation or selfcondemnation, but of saying “No” to evil influences,
particularly our own sinful instincts.
Self-denial is the opposite of self-condemnation;
it is a work of grace by the Holy Spirit. “Now there
is no condemnation to those who are in Messiah
Yeshua” (Romans 8:1). Thank God, by the blood
of Yeshua, we have been cleansed from all guilt
(Hebrews 9:14, 10:1-3, 12:24).
However, the same Holy Spirit which frees us from
condemnation, also “puts to death” selfishness and
lusts. “If by the Spirit, you put to death the deeds
of the body...” (Romans 8:13). In all the wonderful,
positive verses about the work of the Holy Spirit, did
we kind of “glide” past that verse? The Holy Spirit
puts a halt to the works of the flesh.

From the Inside Out
Why is this quality of self-restraint so important?  It
has to do with our destiny as children of God to take
dominion over the creation (Genesis 1:26-29).  We
are called to “rule and reign” together with Him
(Romans 5:17; Revelation 5:10; 20:6). Self-restraint
is actually governing ourselves.  If you can rule
yourself, you are ready to rule the world.
“Better is he who is slow-to-anger than a mighty
man; and he who rules over his spirit than he who
captures a city” (Proverbs 16:32).  One has to be
able to rule one’s own feelings and desires, before
one can rule over the more external things. Taking
dominion over ourselves precedes taking dominion
over God’s creation. This is an essential character
quality to enable us to fulfill God’s highest purposes
in our lives.

ASHER INTRATER, Revive Israel & Tikkun Global
Tikkun (tee-koon) n. [Hebrew]
1. Restoration: bringing back to health, strength; rebuilding
2. Setting in order; making straight
3. World redemption [Jewish tradition] - the final restoration of the world in harmony with God.
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Israeli ballot boxes

DAN JUSTER, Th. D., Restoration from Zion of Tikkun Global

For Whom will Messianic Jews Vote?
As you get this article, the Israeli elections will just be upon
us. I want to write concerning the difficult position of the
Messianic Jewish community in Israel in trying to decide for
whom to vote.
Among the many parties in Israel, there are two blocks of
parties that seem like they will need to join together: a right
wing block and a centrist block now called Blue and White.
There is little desire on the part of the Israeli public for a leftwing government. All the parties that have a real chance to
be in the government are, in my view, for free enterprise and
for strong security. Though Prime Minister Netanyahu may
accuse the centrists of being leftist, the joined list of former
General Benny Gantz’s Resilience Party and Yair Lapid’s There
is a Future Party (Yesh Atid), is not truly leftist

Comparing and Contrasting Right and Centrist
A vote for Likkud under Benjamin Netanyahu is a vote for
the continued policies of a strong national defense and
managing the situation with the Palestinians without a real
solution until there is a change and a true desire for peace on
their part. This could be many years away. My guess is that
the Gantz-Lapid coalition would enforce the same policies
on security that we have seen in recent years. A Blue and
White Coalition would probably do more for domestic issues,
especially the terribly high prices in Israel.
The difficult position of the Messianic Jewish community
in this election, is really in regard to religious policy, which
is crucial. The rightist coalition would probably keep the
ultra-Orthodox Sephardic Shas party in control of the Interior
Department. They persecute Messianic Jews, seek to remove
our citizenship, and seek to keep some Ethiopian Jews,

who converted under pressure to Christianity, from coming
to Israel though that has been approved by the Knesset...
and more. They seek to prevent those qualified by law for
citizenship in Israel from coming, if they are followers of
Yeshua. In addition, ultra Orthodox parties in the coalition will
continue to support large welfare payments for men who will
not work or do national service, but only study Talmud and
other religious texts all day. (The centrist coalition will not join
with these parties who themselves are committed to not be
in a government with Yair Lapid.)
The centrist parties support civil marriage which would give
hundreds of thousands of mixed-marriage Jews the chance
to have an official wedding in Israel, currently denied by
the rabbis for those who are considered not legally Jewish!
However, the centrist parties support gay marriage as well.

A Coalition Compromise
The Blue and White centrist party says they would be in a
coalition with the right (Likkud) if it is not led by Netanyahu
who is under indictment for bribery. That could point to
a coalition between the right and the center minimizing
inordinate influence of the ultra-Orthodox.
The right and the responsibility we have not only to vote but
to vote well, places us in a difficult moral dilemma. Messianic
Jews are mutually empathetic but, as you know, here in Israel
we do not always agree on a number of things. You can take
it from me that the Messianic Jewish block is not all going to
vote the same way.
So the question remains: for whom will Messianic Jews vote
when the time comes? Pray for us and for the country that
we will get the government we need and not necessarily the
government the country deserves!

tikkun.tv
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EITAN SHISHKOFF, Pastor Emeritus

I

don’t know another soul here,” I thought to myself during
the class break, feeling distant from the other adult students
I was observing. I began to face the fact that, in a way, we
are always alone. That is, we are bound within our mind, our
consciousness, our self. Even our closest friends, even our
spouses cannot breach that border. I have often wished not to be
so alone, trapped within my own thoughts.
But are we really alone? Those of us who have experienced full
reconciliation with God through Messiah’s atonement have been
reunited with our Maker. In wrestling with my own “aloneness” I
want to explore the divine response to this phenomenon—as a
type of “therapy, healing and change of outlook.” First, let’s see
what Yeshua went through on the cross.

come out of his introspection and go back to his history-altering
calling. Thus he “finished well,” setting in motion the destinies of
two kings and the young prophet who succeeded him.
I sometimes find myself in such a cave. There, I become
consumed with self-doubts, self-condemnation, and pointless
regrets about my past. In that cave I need to hear the whisper
of my God. I need to remember and rejoice in the truth David
learned. “Though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death (a fitting metaphor for the loneliness of depression/
discouragement/self-focus) I will fear no evil; for you are with
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me” (Psalm 23:4).

Yeshua’s Aloneness
Yeshua felt alone, was alone, on the cross. He cried, “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?” This was in blunt contrast to
His prayer conversations in which He addressed God as “Father.”
Yeshua knew that His Father was always with Him. Yet in being
crucified, the Son of God submitted to temporary “abandonment”
in order to bear our rebellion. He experienced the penalty we
deserved—separation from a holy God, i.e. absolute aloneness.
The one person who was never truly alone embraced isolation
from everyone and everything—utter darkness—in order to
liberate us from the aloneness birthed in sin.
After His resurrection, as our Shepherd finished His work on this
earth, He gave us this guarantee, “Lo, I am with you always, even
to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20)!!! Knowing our capacity
to feel alone, separate, detached, disconnected, He assured us as
His disciples, “I’ll always be with you, in every situation, no matter
what’s going on inside of you.”

Elijah’s Aloneness
Elijah thought he was alone. In a cave, following the astounding
victory on Mt. Carmel, the prophet was convinced of his
aloneness. Then God spoke to him in a whisper. The Author of
the universe was right there, with the prophet, at the mouth of
the cave, when Elijah was depressed and suffering by himself.
God, entirely aware of His servant’s inner state, challenged him to

P.O. Box 1018 Kiryat Yam 29109 Israel
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Practicing His Presence
Now I’m sitting alone. It is a holy moment. Silence...and I am
with Him. Simply with Him. No agenda, no list, no regrets.
It is not a lonely aloneness. Because Someone is with me.
This must be what is called “the secret place.” The psalm
that speaks of such a place (Psalm 91) contains enormous
promises of God’s presence, protection, and abundance when
I “abide with him.” This practice of being “alone,” but conscious
of His presence with us is, I believe, our
indispensable communion. Once united
with Him, I can enjoy the richness of
shared life with the people around me,
and I am no longer alone.

| F: +972 (4) 875-7792

| E: admin@tentsofmercy.org

| www.tentsofmercy.org
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believe that we are living in the End Times and that we
will soon be at war. In which direction does the focus of
a believer need to be, especially in times of trouble?

Here in Israel we are nearing elections (and covet your
prayers on this matter). While watching the news I cannot
help but look at the heart of the people here in the land
– both Jews and Arabs. What is our heartbeat, our focus?
What are the things that we are aware of, and what is our
direction?

Fax: 972-49915487 | harvestofasher@hoamail.org

us toward the final conflict and the time when Yeshua
will again stand here in this land in defense of Jerusalem
(Zechariah 12:8-9). Whether we want it or not and whether
we are ready for it or not, His plan will come to pass. Our
compass must be pointing toward Yeshua, the King of
Israel. We cannot afford to be focused on the leaders of
this world – whether they are elected or dictators, kings or
queens.

A compass points north and is pulled there by the magnetic
field. In life there are many magnetic fields which draw our
hearts. If Yeshua is our compass then our hearts will be
drawn in God’s direction. We were born to worship Him, but
without Yeshua we will be confused and our hearts will be
led in all the wrong ways.

Only if we are filled with God’s love will we have peace
in the midst of turmoil. When we are filled with His love
we will find ourselves resting and not rushing to or from
one thing or another, whether it be good or bad. When all
mankind is filled with the love of God and has Yeshua at
its center, then there will be peace with one another. That
is the love which allows honor to flourish. His is the love
which separates mankind from our selfishness.

Micah 4:1 speaks of a Kingdom that is coming. “Now it
shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain
of the LORD’s house shall be established...” (NKJV). Today
human society still functions according to the kingdoms
and governments of this world. Yet everything is leading

Rather than walking in the name of the gods of this world
we will walk in the name of the Lord our God (Micah 4:5).
With Yeshua as our compass, our hearts will be drawn to
the mountain of the Lord. Here is where we will find the
love and grace of God.

GUY COHEN
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And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”
Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.” Isaiah 6:18
During the last four years, the Eagle Project has reached more than one hundred twenty young adults from
twenty different congregations in Israel. The participants have taken part in our discipleship and renewal journey
to Norway, learned and served at Eagle Project weekends, participated in a theological course called Shoresh
(Root) for young adults and finished other courses while on their own paths of spiritual growth. Now some of
them are ready to be sent to the nations.
This year, under the Eagle Project umbrella, we launched another ministry
called Eagle Global Ministries. Return to Zion Ministry—in partnership
and friendship with Revive Israel—will send groups of fine young people
to serve in a united program with our young brothers and sisters in Taiwan
and Korea.
Together, young adults from Israel, Taiwan, Korea and Japan will learn how
to serve others. They will also experience the unity that God desires, and
bring it into practice in the congregations and on the streets of Taiwan
and Korea for two weeks in April of this year.
We believe that young adults are key in God’s kingdom, and that we must
invest in them and equip them to work in His fields. Our vision is for the
next generation to build united, global projects and minister to people
worldwide.
I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome
the evil one. 1 John 2:14
We need you to lift up our hands with prayer and support.
The total cost of the ministry trip in April is $25,000. We would be grateful for financial support, for prayer
during that time and for practical things such as Bibles, bags, travel items and so on.
Thank you for being a tailwind for Eagle Project Ministries.
U.S. tax deductible online donations to support this and other education and training projects of Shavei Tzion can be made via:

https://tikkun.tv/return-to-zion-partner/

P.O. Box 9609, Haifa 3109601, Israel | Email: info@shaveitzion.org

www.shaveitzion.org
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D

uring one of our recent morning devotionals at the Olive Tree Discipleship and Agriculture Project, we read Isaiah’s
encouraging prophecies of Messiah, referred to as the “arm” of the LORD.

“The Lord has made bare His holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; And all the ends of the earth shall see the
salvation of our God” (Isaiah 52:10 NKJV).
“Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” (Isaiah 53:1 NKJV)
“He saw that there was no one, was amazed that no one interceded. Therefore His own arm brought Him salvation,
and His own righteousness sustained Him” (Isaiah 59:16 CJB)
God saw that we could not save ourselves. Therefore the God Who dwells in unapproachable light, decided to make
part of Himself visible, exposed, “bare.” He Himself performed salvation. He revealed Himself as salvation, as the
human/divine Rescuer King.
While modern Rabbinic Judaism agrees with the concept of a coming Messiah, it does not agree that Yeshua of Nazareth
is the Messiah. It does not conceive of Messiah as being God Who has visited earth in the form of a man. We appreciate
you joining us in prayer for the “revealing” spoken of in these verses to increase in our day,
especially here in Israel where the verses were first given.
Olive Tree Discipleship and Agricultural Project

Albina
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W

hat was the source of the
heated argument among the
National Council on the
morning of May 14th, 1948, just hours
before the declaration of the state of
Israel? The name of the state and the
final wording of the declaration had
been agreed upon, but the inclusion of
a reference to God in the text was the
last obstacle for the council.
Ben-Gurion felt that as the concluding
sentence of the declaration, this phrase
would satisfy both religious and secular
Jews: “With trust in the Rock of Israel
(Tzur Yisrael), we set our hands in
witness to this Proclamation...”
The spokesman for the religious
parties, Rabbi Fishman-Maimon
threatened to not sign the declaration
unless the words, “and its Redeemer”
were to follow the “Rock of Israel.”
Aaron Zisling of the left wing of the
Labor Party was equally determined
in the opposite direction. He said, “I
cannot sign a document referring in
any way to a God in whom I do not
believe.”
It took Ben-Gurion most of that
morning to convince both sides that
the “Rock of Israel” could be interpreted
both as “God,” and also symbolically as
the “strength of the Jewish people.” In
the end the Rabbi Fishman-Maimon
consented.

CODY ARCHER
The rift between religious and secular
Jews has continued to this day, and
probably is the greatest source of
division among the Jewish people. This
subject is a sore spot in Israeli politics,
and it seems each Prime Minister in turn
must act like a pin-ball, bouncing from
side to side trying to appease everyone,
but never fully succeeding.

Deep Wound
Unfortunately, such serious rifts are
nothing new among the Jewish people...
just think back to the time of the split
kingdom after Solomon, or the severe
divisions that existed among the Jewish
sects during the time of Jesus and
His disciples—Sadducees, Pharisees,
Zealots, Essenes, etc.

compromise. Immediately before Judah
was taken captive by the Assyrians,
God spoke through Ezekiel the prophet
saying that the day would come when
he would join Judah and Israel, and
they would be one in His hand (Ezekiel
37:15-28). The context of this joining
includes God gathering the Jewish
people into their own land, cleansing
them of their sin and setting one King
over them forever. Of course, this has
yet to happen.

Proactive Participation

After the splitting of Israel and Judah
just after King Solomon, Israel had 19
consecutive bad kings who did not
please God, and they were eventually
sent into exile. Even though Judah had
9 good kings who sought to please God
and 11 bad kings, they also were taken
into captivity.

Recently, in prayer, I’ve sensed the
heart of the Father longing to unite
His sons again. This also includes all
of Abraham’s sons of faith, Jews and
Gentiles who have put their trust in
Yeshua as King and Messiah. A unified
people is unstoppable (Genesis
11:5-6). Imagine what God would do
through a unified righteous people
from every tribe and tongue. We live
in a day when this joining together is
under much attack, and therefore the
call to pray for unity is urgent.

On a number of occasions, righteous
Judah fought against wicked Israel...
their own brothers...as a form of God’s
punishment (I Kings 15:9-16). There
were also times when they made
alliances together, but these usually
didn’t end well due to corruption and

Let us continue praying for Israel’s
division to be healed through union with
their Messiah. And let’s keep agreeing
and cooperating with Yeshua’s prayer in
John 17 for oneness in His global body.
May we not cease until what He has
desired and asked for comes to pass!

8 |

April 2019

From a recent post at ReviveIsrael.org

A

fter reading, “My Life,” the
autobiography of Golda Meir, my
appreciation for the founding
fathers and mothers of the modern state
of Israel has greatly increased. They faced
incredible challenges and yet helped “birth
a nation in a day” (Isaiah 66:8). I believe
Golda’s story particularly has prophetic
significance for the final years before
Yeshua returns.
Golda was born in 1898 in the harsh
environment of the Russian Empire. In
1906 her family immigrated to America in
search of freedom and prosperity. There
Golda was strongly influenced by her older
sister’s Zionist friends and gained a deep
desire to one day move to Palestine.
The dream of joining other Jewish pioneers
in Palestine came true in 1921 when Golda
and her husband, Morris, left the comforts
of America behind. Crossing the ocean by
boat, and arriving in Tel Aviv by train over
a month later was an absolute nightmare
(pg. 52-55).
Shortly after their arrival, the young
couple joined a Kibbutz in the Jezreel
valley and worked the land day and night
in unbearable conditions. Her husband’s
health deteriorated so quickly that after
three years they were forced to leave. They
moved to Jerusalem and soon had two
young children.
During this time, Golda’s political
connections expanded, and she struggled
to maintain a balance between caring
for her family and serving her country.
Yet her gift of leadership and zeal for the
settlement of Jews in Palestine led her to
accept roles which included many hours of
work and travel outside of Israel.

CODY ARCHER

Cornered
By 1934 Golda was part of the core
leadership team of the pre-state
government. The challenges they
continually faced were overwhelming.
Hitler was murdering Jews in Europe.
The British government was forcefully
opposing immigration of European Jews
fleeing to Palestine for safety. Arab
aggression against Jews was increasing
across Palestine with the British doing
very little to stop them. The Jewish
residents had no formal combat training
and no funds to adequately construct
their own army in order to defend
themselves.
Ben Gurion, Golda and the rest of the
leaders of the government firmly agreed
that they could no longer let their future
be determined by the international
occupying powers. They needed to fight
with all they had to establish their own
independent state.
Though Golda was an atheist, clearly
God’s hand was upon her. She and the
other leaders discerned that a great
attack from neighboring countries would
come when they declared statehood.
They urgently needed to raise millions
of dollars in order to purchase arms to
defend themselves. By a vote, Golda
was chosen to travel to America in
early 1948 to raise funds from the
Jewish community. They doubted
they could raise more than 8 million
dollars. Miraculously, in just six weeks
55 million dollars were donated to the
cause! The American Jews wept as she
described the desperate situation in
Palestine, and many even took out loans
in order to give.

The day following the Israeli Declaration
of Independence, neighboring Muslim
countries attacked Israel. Israel managed
to stop the assault, and even went on the
offense, defeating those armies.

Coming Take Over
According to end time Scriptures, I think
a similar pattern will repeat itself again
before Yeshua returns to establish
His kingdom on earth. Unprecedented
pressures and challenges will occur before
the kingdom of God on earth will be “born
in a day,” the day of His return. This will be
so for Israel and true followers of Yeshua.
Satan will rage (Revelation 12:12-17).
The anti-Christ will overcome many
saints (Revelation 13:7). Deception and
lawlessness will abound (Matthew 24).
Yet the body of Messiah will know the
signs of the times. Like the pre-state
leaders in Golda’s day preparing for the
birth of the nation, the body of Messiah
will be fixated on doing everything possible
to prepare the way for Yeshua’s return and
“global take over.” The unity Yeshua prayed
for in John 17 will be strongly seen and felt.
Like in the early kibbutzim, finances
and possessions will be shared with
unprecedented selflessness (Acts 2:4445). Even when darkness covers the
earth, the wealth of the nations will come
to Israel (Isaiah 60). A people will have
prepared themselves like John the Baptist
(Luke 1:16-17, 80). The purified bride of
Yeshua will be trained and ready to take
her place ruling the nations with Him
(Revelations 20).
Let’s stay focused on growing in love and
doing all we can now to get ourselves and
others ready for what’s coming!

